
 

 

CONNECTING NATIONS: An Intercultural Talking Circle 
Information & Background

Presented by

Tues, Feb 7 | 6:30pm On Zoom  
REGISTER HERE 

Thurs, Feb 9 | 10:00am In Person 
CUMFI 315 Avenue M South 
REGISTER HERE

This information package provides some background for 
those who want to attend the Connecting Nations 
Talking Circles and other events related to Truth and 
Reconciliation. For more information on these and other 
events, visit http://www.beaconnectr.com/events

http://www.beaconnectr.com/events
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlfu-orD8jHdVPTVr3rJ0z114MUd_0rdh8
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/connecting-nations-an-intercultural-talking-circle-tickets-514917892277


Who is Reconciliation Saskatoon? 

Reconciliation Saskatoon is a collective of 115 organizations, businesses, non-profits, faith 
communities and more who develop initiatives, events and programming to move truth and 
reconciliation forward. We work to bring people from diverse backgrounds, ethnicities, 
socioeconomic positions, abilities, ages and sexualities together--knowing that relationship 
building happens when we work collaboratively towards the same goal. At the heart of 
reconciliation is wahkohtowin—a Cree word referring to kinship or more accurately, the 
interconnetedness of all things. 

We continually invest in training, work with Knowledge Keepers, education and evaluation to 
ensure our work is inclusive, fosters a sense of belonging, and is moving forward in a good way. 

We engage our members and the public at large in responding to:  
• the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action; 
• to the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Two Spirit Calls for Justice; and 
• the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the Declaration). 

Reconciliation Saskatoon has a Newcomer Action Group that works together on events like 
Connecting Nations, and this group includes the Saskatoon Open Door Society,  SK 
Intercultural Association, TAYFFI, SAISIA, and CFS Saskatoon.  

WHY is it important to learn about Truth and Reconciliation? 

It is important for all Canadians to learn about the history of oppression that affected 
Indigenous peoples on Turtle Island (North America) when the country we now call Canada was 
colonized. By learning the TRUTH of this past, we can move towards building a better future 
where all people in Canada are equal and valued. We can move towards reconciliation. 

HELPFUL LINKS 
• Learn about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action 

• Read the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two Spirit Calls for Justice 

• Learn about the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

https://www.reconciliationeducation.ca/what-are-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-94-calls-to-action
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/un_declaration_on_the_rights_of_indigenous_peoples/
https://www.sods.sk.ca/
https://saskintercultural.org/
https://saskintercultural.org/
https://trulyalivefoundation.org/
https://saisia.ca/
https://www.cfssaskatoon.sk.ca/


We have a VISION FOR RECONCILIATION—and we need everyone to 
participate in making it a reality. This VISION was developed by 
communities across Saskatchewan over the course of several years. This 
project was led by the Office of the Treaty Commissioner (http://
www.otc.ca) 

“Reconciliation is not an Aboriginal 
problem—it is a Canadian problem. 

It involves all of us.”  
 

—Justice Murry Sinclair, one of three 
commissioners who served on  
the Truth and Reconciliation  

Commission

http://www.otc.ca
http://www.otc.ca


 
The journey of Truth and Reconciliation grows over time and deepens with every new 
relationship forged along the way. By learning from the First Peoples of this land, we can come 
to know this place better and experience connection and belonging, to the land and to each 
other. We can find new ways to foster safe spaces and participate in creating the kind of city we 
want to live in. 

What to expect in a Talking Circle? 

A Talking Circle is an Indigenous ceremony, usually led by Knowledge Keepers. Everyone sits in 
a circle, which reminds us that we are all equal and connected in the ceremony. The Knowledge 
Keeper will begin by sharing protocols about the circle. For example, everyone takes a turn 
sharing their story. No one interupts or comments when someone else is sharing. Everyone 
gets a turn to speak. Sometimes a talking stick, rock or other object is passed around, and the 
person who holds the object has the opportunity to speak. In a Talking Circle, it is expected 
that what is shared, stays within the circle. Participants are asked not to share stories they hear 
from others in the circle. 

“Talking circles are instrumental in forming connections that lead to 
Belongingness, which is defined as ‘a feeling of security and support when 
there is a sense of acceptance, inclusion and identity.’ Belongingness 
leads to participation, decision making, sharing, caring, learning, 
exchanging, speaking, and being heard. It is about making others a part of 
you and at the same time, becoming a part of them. It is about existence, 
community and life!”            – Nidhi Singh, Newcomer Action Group member 

Follow Reconciliation 
Saskatoon on Facebook 
@ReconciliationSaskatoon 
Email: beaconnectr@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.BeAConnectR.com

For more information  
about Talking Circles,  

visit these online resources: 
Raven Speaks 

Pass the Feather

https://ravenspeaks.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Sharing_Circle_Instructions_SECONDARY.pdf
https://passthefeather.ca/sharing-circles/?v=3e8d115eb4b3
http://www.BeAConnectR.com

